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Christian Empire Pagan Empire 

St John of Damascus 

Nestorianism 

Tertullian  

St Gregory the Great 

Decline of classical paganism 
100 – 300. People embrace the esoteric mystery religions, or philosophical positions, such as Stoicism. 
However, classical paganism remains as the provider of the rituals supporting and defining the Roman 

state. 

Tatian 

Gnosticism 

Pelagianism  

Manichaeism 

St Clement of Rome 

Docetism 

Montanism 

St John the Apostle 

St Athanasius 

St Cyril   
of Alexandria 

St Papias Eusebius 

Jewish-Roman War 
70. Romans destroy Jerusalem. The Jerusalem church 
declines in importance, as do the other major Judaic 

sects: the Zealots, Essenes, Pharisees and Sadducees. 

Revolt of Bar-Kosiva 
135. Romans crush the Judeans, who disperse through the 
empire. The Jerusalem church extinguished. Christianity 

separates definitively from Judaism. 

St James the Just 

Ebionites 

Adoptionism 

Fall of the Patriarchates 
Rome and Constantinople remained as the only 
surviving Patriarchates after the Arab conquests 
of Jerusalem, Alexandria and Antioch. Non-

Nicene theological positions common in Egypt 
and much of the East were extinguished, leaving 

only Catholic and Orthodox Christianity. 

St Justin Martyr 

Marcion 

Arianism 

Semi-Arianism 

Clement of Alexandria 

Apollinarian Monophysitism Eutychian Monophysitism Monotheletism 

St Paul 

St Peter 

Novationism and Donatism 

Adoptionism 

Psilanthropism, Dynamic Monarchianism  

Theodotus of Byzantium c. 190, Paul of Samosata 200-275 

Jesus was a supremely virtuous man who was adopted by and granted 
divinity by God; at either Jesus’ baptism, death, or ascension; when the 

Holy Spirit descended upon him. Jesus derives no personality from God. 

Ecumenical Position 

This completely misunderstands the nature of Jesus. Jesus was not a mere 
man, chosen by God. Jesus is co-eternal with God the Father, existing 
forever, both wholly human and wholly divine, and of the same 

substance.  

Montanism 

Montanus, c. 160 

An early ecstatic, prophetic, and ascetic movement 
encouraging celibacy and martydom; asserting the 
primacy of individual prophetic utterances over the 

authority of the Church and scripture. 

Ecumenical Position 

The Church is the repository of knowledge.  

In time, Montanism’s self-destructive practices would have 
led to Christianity’s own extinction. More a difference of 
practices than doctrinal disagreement. Suppressed by 

Justinian.  

Modern Successors 

Many fringe Protestant sects. 

Ebionites 

Evionim (Poor Ones) 

Jesus was the Messiah (saviour of the Jews), and a perfect follower of Torah, but 

he was only a man. The laws and rites of the Jews must be followed.  

Judaizing followers of James the Just and Peter, using only the Gospel of 
Matthew, and rejecting Paul. Some branches accepted His virgin birth, others not. 

Collapsed after the Bar-Kochba revolt. 

Ecumenical Position 

Jesus was the Son of God, a divine being, come to redeem all Mankind, not just 

the Jews. His incarnation and teachings supercede the Torah. 

Marcionism 

Docetism 

Jesus only seemed to have a physical 
body and to physically die, but in reality 

he was incorporeal, a pure spirit.  

Common strand in Gnosticism. 
Repudiated as early as the Council of 

Jerusalem.  

Ecumenical Position 

Jesus was wholly Human (and wholly 
Divine), and suffered on the cross as any 

man would have done.  

Sabellianism 

Modal Monarchianism, Patripassianism, Noeticism 

Sabellius: c. 210, Noetus Bishop of Smyrna c. 200 

The three persons of the Trinity are three modes, conditions, 
titles or aspects of God; in the same sense that the sun is 

round, hot and bright. God the Father suffered on the Cross. 

Ecumenical Position 

This exaggerates the indivisibility of the Trinity. The Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit are separate persons in one Godhead. 

The Son alone suffered on the cross.  

Arianism 

Heteroousionism 

Arius of Alexandria 318-336, Origen 

Eusebius of Nicomedia Bishop of Constantinople 338  

The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are three different essences 
(Greek, ousiai) or substances (Latin, hypostaseis). The Son 
and Holy Spirit were created by the Father, and are 
secondary and subordinate to him. They are different in 
substance to the Father (heteroousios). Adopted by the Goths 

and Vandals. Against Sabellianism.  

Ecumenical Position 

This exaggerates the differences in the Trinity. Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit are of one substance (consubstantial, 
homoousios). None is subordinate to the other. The Son is 
generated eternally of the Father's own being, from which 

the Spirit also eternally proceeds. 

Modern Successors 

Jehovah’s Witnesses  

Novationism and Donatism 

Circumcellionism 

'Antipope' Novation c. 250, Donatus Magnus 310-355 

The church must be a church of saints, not sinners. Sacraments administered by 
those who aposatised under state persecution are invalid. Marytrdom is the 
supreme virtue. Schismatic rather than heretical groups, arising after the 
persecutions of Decius and, 50 years later, Diocletian. Outlawed in 408 but a 

major force in Africa until the Arab conquest. 

Ecumenical Position 

No one is entirely pure. The validity of the sacraments is independent of the 

moral worth of the person adminstering them.  

Apollinarian Monophysitism 

Apollinaris of Laodicea, died 390 

Christ had one Nature, the Divine. Christ 
had a human body and human emotions, 
but his human rational mind was replaced 

by the Logos. Against Nestorianism. 

Ecumenical Position 

This sacrifices the reality and dignity of 
his humanity. What Christ has not assumed 
He has not healed; thus the noblest 
portion of man is excluded from 

Redemption.  

Eutychian Monophysitism 

Eutyches fl. 450 

Jacobus Baradaeus 490-578 

Christ is of two natures, but not in them: 
they are so blended as to produce one 

Nature, the Divine. 

The orthodoxy in Egypt and much of the 
East until the Arab conquest. Against 

Nestorianism.  

Ecumenical Position 

Christ maintains two natures, one Human, 

one Divine. They are eternally distinct and 
uniquely united. Unless the Son was 
consubstantial with Man, he could not 
have suffered, and the Incarnation would 
have been a trivial phase in the existence 

of God. 

Modern Successors 

Oriental Orthodox: Syriac Orthodox, 
Coptic Orthodox, Ethiopian Orthodox, 
Eritrean Orthodox, Malankara Orthodox 
Syrian Church (India) and Armenian 

Apostolic. 

Marcionism 

Marcion of Sinope c. 144 

A widespread anti-Jewish variant of Christianity, operating parallel to and outside the 
Church. It rejected the Old Testament as the work of a lower god; who it characterised as 
legalistic, judgemental, and impulsive. Affirming Jesus as the saviour, it claimed the God of 

the New Testament was a separate and all-forgiving entity, proclaimed to us by Paul. 

Similar to Gnosticism in its acceptance of opposing gods or forces (dualism), and its 
denigration of the OT God; but unlike Gnosticism, Marcionism has no secret gnosis: its 

teachings are open to all. 

Marcion is critical in being the first to differentiate the Old Testament from the New, and the 

first to establish a canon; in his case, much of Luke, and 10 letters of Paul. 

Nestorianism 

Nestorius, Patriarch of Constantinople 386-451 

Christ had two natures and two persons. He was 
a moral union of two distinct beings. Christ the 
man died on the cross, but not Christ the divine. 
The Virgin Mary may be described as 
Christotokos (Mother of Christ), but not Theotokos 

(Mother of God). 

Against Monophysitism. 

Ecumenical Position 

Christ has two natures but one person. In time, 
Nestorianism would have lead to Christ being 
viewed as a mere man, although one inspired to 
a superlative degree by the indwelling of the 

Logos. 

Modern Successors 

The Church of the East, some Protestants. 

Semi-Arianism 

Macedonianism, Pneumatomachi, Homoiousionism 

Macedonius, Patriarch of Constantinople 342 

Basil, Bishop of Ancyra 358 

The Son is similar in substance to the Father (homoiousios), but 
not identical. Moreover, the Holy Spirit is not divine, it is a 
minister or servant, on a level with the angels. This is the 

position of the conservative majority in the East. 

Ecumenical Position 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit are of one identical substance 
(consubstantial, homoousios). The Son is generated eternally 
of the Father's own being, from which the Spirit also eternally 

proceeds. All are equal. 

Monotheletism 

Monoenergism 

Christ has two Natures, but a single Will (or 

energy). Against Nestorianism. 

Ecumenical Position 

This diminishes the fullness of Christ’s humanity. 
There are two energies and two wills, 
corresponding to his two natures, in perfect 

harmony.  

 The Nicene Creed: The Defining Creed of Christianity (325 AD/CE) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
Against Gnosticism 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, Against the Ebionites (Judaizing Christians) 

eternally begotten of the Father, Against Arianism 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, Against Adoptionism 

of one Being with the Father. Against Arianism and Anomoeism 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 

man. 

Against Monophysitism and Adoptionism 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. 
Against Docetism 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father 
Added at the 1st Council Constantinople 

and the Son. The Filioque clause, possibly added in 410. 
Repudiated by the Eastern Orthodox, Disputed by 

Anglicans and other Protestants 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 

has spoken through the Prophets.  
Against Semi-Arianism 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come. Amen.  

Against Montanism and Marcionism 

Manichaeism 

Mani 216-276 

Good and evil are equally powerful, and 

material things are evil. 

An important non-Christian religion 
spreading from Iran to the Roman Empire, 

and to India and China; a syncretistic fusion 
of all the religions it encountered: 
Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, 

Zoroastrianism, and many others. 

Possible influence on many medieval 
movements such as the Cathars, 

Albigensians, and Bogomils.  

 Jesus  

 St Gregory Nazianzus  

 

 Gregory of Nyssa 

St Ambrose 

St Jerome 

St Augustine 

St John  
Chrysostom 

 St Cyprian 

Hilary 

 Peter Chrysologus 

St Cyril of Jerusalem 

Relative of Jesus. Leader of the Judean Christians in 
Jerusalem. Author of one epistle. Faded into history 
after the collapse of the Judean Jesus movement. 

Second 'Bishop' of Rome. Pupil of 
Peter. Author of a letter to Corinth, 
(1 Clement), the earliest Christian 
document outside the NT. 

Former disciple of John the Baptist. Prominent 
disciple of Jesus, who became a leader of the 
Judean and later gentile Christians. Author of two 
epistles. Source (?) of the Gospel of Mark. 

Claimed a knowledge and vision of Jesus independent 
to the disciples. Leader of the movement to the gentiles. 
Author of at least 7 and perhaps 14 epistles. Critically 
important writer, foundational to Christianity. 

'Bishop' of Hierapolis. Student of 
John the Apostle and Polycarp. 
Witness to a now-lost oral tradi-
tion of the earliest Church. 

Student of Polycarp. Bishop of 
Lyon. Last connection to the disci-
ples. First systematic theologian, . 
Wrote voluminously against here-
tics. 

Author (?) of a Gospel with 
Gnostic tendencies, a document 
markedly different to the other 
three (the synoptic gospels). 

'Bishop' of Antioch. Student of John. First to 
use the terms 'Christianity', and 'heresy'. At-
tests to Sunday as the Sabbath. Important 
witness to early practices. Martyr. 

Created a mash-up of the four gospels, the 
Diatessaron.  Virulently anti-Jewish. 

First significant theologian 
writing in Latin. First to ex-
pound on  the Trinity. Later 
converted to Montanism. 

Prolific and brilliant Biblical theologian; writing phil-
osophical, mystical, exegetical and scholarly works. 
Most influential writer after Paul. First apologist to 
know Hebrew. Later condemned for Platonic views. 

Bishop of Caesarea. First major 
historian of the church. Preserved 
extracts of many works now lost. 
Apologist. 

Bishop of Alexandria. Bitter opponent of Arianism. Author of the 
first comprehensive works of developed Orthodox theology. First 
to list precisely the books of the NT we use today as canon 
(367), but the list will be disputed for centuries. 

Bishop of Jerusalem. Renowned 
for his lectures to novitiates. 

Bishop of Ravenna. 
Renowned for his 
homilies. 

1st Council of 

Constantinople 

381 
Condemns Arianism 
and Macedonianism. 

Adds clause on the 
Holy Spirit to the 
Nicene Creed. 

Council of Chalcedon 

451 
Not recognised by Oriental 
Orthodox (OO) or ACE. 
Resolves the Christological 
controversy. Condemns mono-

physitism. Chalcedonian 
creed. 

2nd Council of 

Constantinople 

553 
Not recognised by Angli-
cans, ACE or OO. 

Condemns Nestorianism 
again. 

1st Council of 

Nicaea  

325 
Resolves the Trinitari-
an controversy. Con-

demns Arianism. Pro-
duces the foundation-
al Nicene creed.  

Council of Ephesus 

431 
Not recognised by Assyrian 
Church of the East (ACE). 
Condemns Nestorianism. 

3rd Council of Con-

stantinople 

680-681 
Not recognised by Angli-
cans, ACE or OO. 

Condemns monotheletism 
and monoenergism. 

New Testament canon forming 
230. Origen seems to be working with 
the NT canon we have today. OT 
canon also finalised by this date. 

 
St Leo the 

Great 

Gnosticism 

Valentinians, Sethians, Elkesai, Barbelognostics 

Rooted in Jewish apocalyptic thought and middle Platonism. A 
collection of diverse, syncretistic beliefs holding that humans are 
divine souls trapped in a material world created by an 
imperfect or false god, the Demiurge, frequently identified with 
the Old Testament God. Gnostics rejected and vilified the 

material world. They were to be found throughout mainstream 
Christian churches and communities, regarding themselves as 
elites with a hidden knowledge (gnosis) not available to their 
fellow worshippers.  Bitterly opposed by many of the Church 

Fathers, going as far back as the Book of Acts. 

Modern Successors 

Mormons. 

Pelagianism 

Pelagius 

A heresy concerning the nature of Man, not God. 
There is no original sin passed down to all men 
by Adam. We are inherently good, and by 
exercising our free will and efforts we can avoid 

sin. 

Ecumenical Position 

This makes irrelevant baptism. Christ’s death as 
atonement for sin is meaningless, and He is no 

longer the Saviour, but merely a teacher. 

Humanity is by nature sinful, cannot attain 
righteousness by its own efforts, and is 
dependent upon the grace of God to acquire the 

strength to resist sin.  

Others Apostolic Father 

Founders Cappodocian Father 

Father of the Church Doctor of the Catholic Church 

This work by Garry Stevens (2022) is licensed under Creative Com-
mons licence CC-BY-NC-ND, and is available for free from gar-
ryscharts.com. See terms of use there. Vsn 2.0. Main sources: D. 
Christie-Murray, A History of Heresy (New English Library, 1976); E. 
Fergusson et al, Encyclopedia of Early Christianity (Garland Publish-
ing, 1990); B.D. Ehrman, Lost Christianities (OUP), 2005. 

Anomoeism 

An extreme form of Arianism. The Father and Son are differ-

ent (anomoios) in substance and attributes.  

The Formation of Orthodoxy 
Christian doctrine developed 
over 700 years. Christianity 
inherited from Judaism a stong 

sense of monotheism, which it 
then struggled to reconcile with 
the notions of the Son and the 
Holy Spirit in a tripartite God. 
The arguments between 

different factions and positions 

were often violent and bloody. 

The eventual victors were those 
who supported the Nicene 
Creed (325), as modified by 

the Council of Constantinople 

(381).  

The Creed stands as the very 

definition of Christian belief. 

The State Against Dissenters 
After the emperor Constantine, 
theological positions also 
became political ones. The 

power of the state was used to 
oppress or liberate individuals 

and populations. 

The state first used its power to 
execute a heretic, Priscillian, in 

385.  

From that time forth, for the 
thousand and more years of 
the Middle Ages, Christians 
with state power would 

persecute and kill Christians 
with different theological 

positions. 

Rabbinic Judaism forms 
c. 200. With the editing of the Mishnah by Judah haNasi, 
Rabbinic Judaism emerges as the sole surviving faction of 

Second Temple Judaism. 

The Tolerance of the Romans 
Contrary to common opinion, the Roman empire was tolerant of all religions. It allowed 
complete freedom of belief, provided you gave token acceptance to the state cult of the 
emperor. Refusal to do so was regarded as deeply suspect, if not treasonable, in the same 

way that refusing to sing one's national anthem is regarded as suspicious today.  

Of the multiplicity of religions in the empire, only two had difficulty with Roman tolerance: 
Judaism and Christianity. Moreover, these were the only two religions that insisted on correct 
belief. No other Roman religion had creeds that defined what you must believe. You could 
believe anything you liked about the state god Jupiter, but you had to worship him in certain 

ways. Only Judaism and Christianity insisted that certain texts defined correct beliefs. 

Edict of Milan 
313. The Roman co-emperors 
Constantine and Licinius cease 
persecution of Christians and 

grant liberty to all religions. 

Great Persecution 
303 – 313. Emperor Diocle-
tian conducts the second and 
last systematic persecution 

of Christians. 

Persecution of Decius 
250 – 260. Emperor 
Decius conducts the first 
systematic persecution 

of Christians. 

Christianity enforced as the state religion 
381 – 391. Emperor Theodosius forbids all 
religions except Nicene Christianity. Classical 
pagan Roman religion persecuted to extinc-

tion. 

Bishop of Carthage. Pre-
eminent Latin writer before 
Jerome. 

St Ignatius 

St Polycarp 
'Bishop' of Smyrna. Student of 
the disciple John, tutor of Ire-
naeus, linking the apostolic 
generation to the next. Martyr. 

Origen 

Prolific apologist and exegete. The most important 
thinker between Paul and Origen, writing on every 
aspect of life, faith and worship. 

First self-conscious Christian theologian and 
ethicist. A pioneer of Christian mysticism. 
Founded an important catechetical school. 

St Irenaeus  

Author of the Vulgate, a Latin translation of 
the Bible, and the definitive edition until the 
Reformation. Also a polemicist and commen-
tator. 

Pope. Able administrator in very hard times, asserter of 
the primacy of the see of Peter. Central to the Council of 
Chalcedon. 

Bishop of Milan. Champion of the church's interests 
against the empire. Major influence on church-state 
relations through the Middle Ages. 

Pope. The model 
of an ideal pastor. 

Last Father of the 
Church. First of the 
Scholastics. Polymath, 
monk, and priest. 

St Isidore 
Archbishop of Seville. Encyclopaedist 
and last great scholar of the ancient 
world. A vital link between the learning 
of antiquity and the Middle Ages. 

Patriarch of Constantinople. 
Central figure at the Council of 
Ephesus. 

Bishop of Nyssa, brother of Basil. Original and 
sophisticated theologian, writing on Trinitarian 
doctrine and the Nicene creed. 

Bishop of Poitiers. Latin theologian 
who wrote against the Arians. 

'Golden-mouthed'. Bishop of Constantinople. 
Greatest preacher of the Fathers. 

Bishop of Caesarea. 
Supporter of Nicene 
Christianity against its 
opponents. 

Cult of Sol Invictus 
270. Emperor Aureli-
an promotes the cult 
of the Unconquered 

Sun, a monotheistic 
alternative to classical 

polytheism that unintentionally paves 

the way for Christianity. 

Sabellianism Anomoeism 
Letter of Pliny the Younger 
to Emperor Trajan 
c. 110. Earliest state Roman 
document to refer to Chris-

tians. 

Council of Jerusalem 

c. 50 
Conference between Paul, and 
Peter and James of the Jerusa-
lem church. Acts portrays this 
as a harmonious conference, 

but Paul's Letter to the Gala-
tians suggests otherwise. Paul's 
vision of a mission to the gen-
tiles eventually wins, ensuring 
that Christianity would not die 

after the revolt of Bar-Kochba 
as a little-known Judean sect. 

Bishop of Hippo. The last classical man and the 
first medieval. A prolific writer and most influ-
ential of all the Western Fathers. A central 
figure in Western thought. Former Manichaean.  

 
John the 
Baptist 

‘Heretic’ who created an alternative Christian organi-
sation, and forced the imperial church incorporate to 
define their own canon 

Archbishop of Constantinople, brother of Basil. 
Greatest rhetorical stylist of the Fathers. Noted 
for writing on the Holy Spirit. 

St Basil the Great  


